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traditional meanings, of course, must and always, do
lend themselves to a thousand progressive interpreta-
tions as the human mind and its ideas progress, just
as the Bible with its original text intact is under*
going before our very eyes a hundred interpretations
according to the ideas of the times.

* During this period of life, Swami Rama was
imbued with the spirit of Shankaracharya's great
Philosophy of Illusion, and this spirit seemingly
Jiad s&pped the foundations of that living joy in
him. It should be admitted, that he had given up
the food he used to draw from the Persian and
English literatures. The study of Sanskrit philology
and grammar starved him to death. Whatever
might have happened ever since ha began studying
Sanskrit philology and grammar that inspiration,
that Avesh began retiring from his body and mind,
And I have no doubt his death by drowning cannot
be dissociated from the pessimistic system of thought
he had begun to harbour. He was by no means
happy at Vashishtha Ashram, where he had gone
from Beas Ashram, and was seen by me still indulg-
ing in Sanskrit grammar*

In those days, he was busy writing articles.
He had asked for a duplicator which I todtwiili
me. His writings of that period lay an
on Bhakti, which he never laid before in his
utterances.